Prayer Concerns
Prayer Matters! Please take your bulletin home and pray for those listed. 
Prayer concerns are listed for one month.
	Pray for:
	Submitted by:
	Pray for:
	Submitted by:

	Warren Mitchell
	 Cole Family
	Diana Adkins
	B Hennen

	Vonna Ledeboer
	A Ledeboer
	Jill Revolinski
	C Mallek

	Red Fostvedt
	Pastor Matt
	Greg & Evelyn Rosenow
	Teeny Kadelbach              

	Leslie Sagedahl
	Daren Sagedahl
	Caryn Jandl
	Karen Barta

	Joe Besledahl
	Mattie family
	Carol Senkyr
	Pastor Matt


Emergency/Pastoral Care-Please have a family member or friend notify the church. You may also request hospital staff to call on your behalf.  Call day or night at 523-1574.  Never feel as though you are bothering Pastor or the staff.  We are here to serve as a comfort and as a resource.


The week of Dec. 4 – Dec . 11                  
Today       Worship                   	 8:30 & 10:30 am
		Vanco presentation
	 	Good Gifts 
	Snowflake Bazaar		9:30-12:30 am
Mon	 Library reserved		6-8 pm
Tues 	 Men’s Bible Study	6:15/7:00 am
Wed	 WOW 		 	3:15
	 Confirmation 	        	6:30 pm
	 Advent Service		7:00 pm		
Sat.	 Worship		5:30 pm
		Baptism
Sun	 Worship 		8:30 & 10:30 am
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DECEMBER VOLUNTEERS
Communion - 8:30 Keith Larson      10:30 Cindy Johnson
Altar Guild – Sue Malecek, Jenny Evenson & Kathy Slagter
Acolytes – Andrew Holland & Leif Hausken
Usher -8:30 – Keith Larson, Nate Bahl, Dave Lindquist & Sue Lindquist
10:30- Steve & Sue Altmann

Ushers needed for the 2017 church year.
Dates needed: January late service (2), April late service(2), September early services (2), October early services (2) and 1 ushers for January early service, May early service, August service, November early service. Please contact either Daren Sagedahl or the church office. Thank you for volunteering!!
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CHECK THE EAST BULLETIN BOARD for more information /details

Annual Grief Support Opportunity: “Good Grief” is sponsored by Renville County Hospice. The sessions will be held on Monday evening December 5, 2016 from 5:30 to 7:30 pm at Renville County Hospital (Willette Room), 100 Healthy Way in Olivia. All are welcome and invited. Please call Dawn at 320-523-34512 to register.
[image: C:\Users\Office\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\6E1ZWG8X\MC900449059[1].jpg]Fairview Place Independent Senior Housing Apartment Openings: Why worry about snow removal this winter: Fairview Place in Olivia currently has one and two bedroom apartments available, if you are interested or would like to set up a time to come and check us out please give Jenny a call at 320-523-1836.
Santa’s Closet.  It’s never too early to be thinking of
donating to Santa’s Closet. While you are out and
about, keep this ministry in mind.  Look for the open 
Christmas box under the news board in the narthex.
Santa’s Closet of Renville County mission and vision is to provide a store-like atmosphere for people to shop with dignity and respect. With the help of volunteers and donations Santa’s Closet will work very hard to serve the people of Renville County.
Confirmation Suppers.  Would you consider working with a friend/family to prepare and serve a simple meal to our confirmation student on Wed nights?  Approximately 25 kids roll in after school activities…hungry for supper and for time spent with Pastor and the small group leaders!  The meal is served from 5:45 to 6:20.  The confirmation parents are the first to volunteer, but there are more class dates than families.  Sign-up sheet are on the BOARD. 
Upcoming Reformation Events: 
December: Christmas Caroling and Hot Cocoa Bar – FOR ALL AGES!
December 18th at 3:30pm (Meet at the church then we will carpool together to the locations) We will sing at the Golden Living Center, Fairview Place and Parkview then go back to Cross of Calvary Church to enjoy some hot cocoa with family and friends! 
January: MIA Luther Exhibit on January 6th at 6:00 pm
pm. Cost of ticket is $12.00 per person. More information to follow, tickets available from Pastor Matt.












Cross of Calvary Lutheran Church

1103 W. Chestnut Ave. Olivia, MN 56277				320-523-1574
                       December 4, 2016					Weekly Announcements                                                         
[image: church photo]
Cross of Calvary is the ELCA church in Olivia.  We are an intergenerational (fancy word for young and old) community that follows Jesus out the building to where we live. We are all learners (disciples) here.  This is a safe place to practice worship.  And, believe us, it takes practice.  Your questions, critical thinking, doubts and imperfect lives are welcome here.
Holy Communion
Holy Communion is open to all who are baptized and trust that Christ is present in the meal, regardless of your tradition or affiliation. Wine (red)/grape juice (white).
Participation
Bold type means all of us read or pray together. Out loud. * Please stand as you are able.
Children in Church
They belong here!  They are hearing God’s Word, music and prayers.  We don’t mind fidgeting and chatter!  If you like, there are activity bags available in the entry.
Announcements
They are as printed or any new information please give to Pastor Matt prior to worship, please hand a note to Pastor with any announcements, including prayer requests.
Restrooms
They are located in the hallway to the left of the stairs. Changing table located in the Women’s bathroom.
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Paraguay Missionaries – The Kevin & Rebekah Howell family
Bolivia Missionaries – Paul and Jay Mikaelson
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WorshipTimes
Saturdays: 5:30 pm
Sundays: 8:30 & 10:30
Coffee Hour
Sunday at 9:30 am
Sunday School
Sunday at 9:30 am
Building Hours
Mon-Thurs 8:30-7:00
Fri-Sun 8:30-2:00
Our Mission
That all may know the love of God   

Matt Hausken 
 Pastor
hauskenmatt8@gmail.com
Ashley Schmidt
Minister of Faith Formation
cofcyouth@gmail.com
Sue Altmann
Office Administrator
crossofcalvary@gmail.com
________________
320-523-1574
Web:crossofcalvay.net
Online giving is now available. Go to website listed above.

	Coming up in December
4        Snowflake Bazaar 
7        Deadline for application “Youth Minister”
          Advent Service
14      Advent Service
15      Dorcas Bible Study at Master’s at 10:00 am
18      Sunday School Program (2nd Service
19      Deadline for “Good Gifts”
21      Advent Service
           Church Council at 7:30 pm
	January 22nd-Annual Meeting

Midweek Advent Worship
7pm each Wed. evening beginning Nov. 30, continuing with Dec. 7, 14 and 21. Join us in a brief half-hour time of sharing the quiet hope, waiting and preparing of the Advent season.

Advent – Friends and Family
Pastor would like to include families and/or groups of friends with the lighting of the Advent candles at each Sat & Sun service.  What a joy to see children and families, friends and neighbors taking an active role during worship as we prepare for Christmas! 
Please contact Pastor or Sue for more information and to choose a date and service time. (Advent services start November 30th)

A GREAT BIG “THANKS” to all the volunteers who took the time to help decorate our sanctuary, entry and fellowship hall for the Christmas’s season. It looks beautiful!!!!

[image: ]Devotion: Use this resource at home to guide your household’s daily devotions. You can do this alone or with others; in the morning, during the day, or at night. Find a routine that works best for you.
 Pray: Light a candle and open your devotion time with a prayer.
Lord, we have nothing to fear from you. Bring us back into your presence, rejoicing in your promises and basking in your mercy. Through Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.
[image: ]Reflect: Reflect on the key verses from Sunday’s reading.
Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing. Joel 2:12-13
Study: Study the reading and consider the background.
We think the Lord demands so much from us. But really, God is making just one simple request: come home to me, my children. I’ve got something amazing for you! 
Consider: Consider this theme for the week’s text. 
God desires that we turn to God. At this Christmas time, we can remember that love (for God and for others) is all that truly matters.
Read: Read the following daily readings to deepen your understanding of Sunday’s text. After the reading, ask the follow-up questions.
Sunday: Turn to a Merciful God, Joel 2:12-13, 28-29
Monday: End of Babylonian Captivity, Ezra 1:1-11
Tuesday: Lament over the Ruined Country, Joel 1:1-12
Wednesday: Call to Repentance and God’s Response, Joel 1:13-20
Thursday: Dedication of the Temple, Ezra 6:13-22
Friday: Ezra Restores Torah as Law, Nehemiah 8:1-12
Saturday: Dedication of Jerusalem’s Wall, Nehemiah 12:27-47
How do God’s people respond to God’ deliverance?
Connect: Connect in conversation with others in your household. Discuss the following questions, or simply check in with “Highs” and “Lows.” 
What was a high point of your day? What was a low point? 
How is your community of faith preparing for Christmas? What difference will your preparations make in the larger community around you? What can you do to bring hope and renewal to people in need?
What in your life requires repentance and renewal? Who in your life needs hope? How can you bring hope to those who need it?
Do: By acting on what we learn we make God’s word come alive. Do the following activity this week. Make a list of all the things you think you need to do to prepare for Christmas. Add to your list activities or events that give you the opportunity to love God, your neighbor, or yourself. For every love activity you add, remove something less important from your list. See how your holidays are transformed as love activities dominate your season.
Bless: Close your devotion with a blessing.
May God fill your days with love. Amen.
Opportunity to Serve
***Minister of Faith Formation***
Cross of Calvary is accepting applications for the position of Minister of Faith Formation (currently filled by Ashley Schmidt) with a close date of December 7th, end of business day.  Please submit applications and any additional information in an envelope to the church office or drop box outside the office door.  Any questions regarding the position or process may be directed to Eric Skeie, President of the congregation.




       
[image: C:\Users\Office\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\VTLSJFWR\MC900331471[1].wmf]Sharing Special Music at Christmas 
If you are considering providing special music at the Sunday 
School Service on Dec. 18, or at the Christmas Eve service(s) on Dec. 24, please help the organist, pianist, tech people, office and Pastor with preparations.  Simply fill out the form found below, or in the Follower, then submit it to office by the due date noted.   Thanks!!
NAME ______________Cell /Home phone__________________
	Sunday School Program 
 (Preschool – grade 12)
	Christmas Eve   
(HS and adults)

	
Dec 18    10:30

	
Dec 24       please circle  4:30 or 9:00


	The following must be 
COMPLETED by  – Dec 4
	The following must be 
COMPLETED by – Dec 11

	Your piece is selected, and you have the music in hand.   YES  or  NO
Title:
It is a LEGAL copy?  YES  or  NO
Do you need the church to help you obtain a legal copy?  YES  or  NO
	Your piece is selected, and you have the music in hand.   YES  or  NO
Title:

It is a LEGAL copy?  YES  or  NO
Do you need the church to help you obtain a legal copy?  YES  or  NO

	Are others performing with you, and it is confirmed.   YES  or  NO
Names:
	Are others performing with you, and it is confirmed.   YES  or  NO
Names:


	You have contacted an accompanist, and it is confirmed.   YES    NO     NA
Name:
	You have contacted an accompanist, and it is confirmed.   YES    NO     NA
Name:


	Do you need microphones?
YES  or  NO    How many?  ____
	Do you need microphones?
YES  or  NO    How many?  ____


	Do you need music or video run though the tech system?
YES  or NO
	Do you need music or video run though the tech system?
YES  or NO

	You have arranged for a rehearsal time with the accompanist and the office.   YES  or  NO
	You have arranged for a rehearsal time with the accompanist and the office.   YES  or  NO

























Gideon International: Everyone involved with Gideon Sunday would like to thank you for your continued support and donations. They raised over $900.00.


[image: ]
Note: No need to wonder about what “Good Gift to buy: any dollar amount will do. The Altar Guild will purchase as much as the total collection will allow.
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CROSS OF CALVARY
22ND ANNUAL


SNOWFLAKE 
BAZAAR


WHEN


Sunday, December 4th
9:30 am - 12:30 pm


WHERE


Cross of Calvary 
Lutheran Church
1101 West Chestnut, Olivia


WWW.CROSSOFCALVARY.NET


EVERYONE 
WELCOME!


BRUNCH
$6.00


Includes Scrambled Eggs, 


Sausage, Rolls, Coffee & Juice


BAKE SALE
Cookies by the Dozen


Lefse


Krum Kaka


Candies & Baked Goods...


Too many to mention!


CRAFTS & 
HOME DECOR
Unique handcrafted home 


décor and crafts for sale! 


*Please note that the event is held on a Sunday after the first 


service.


RAFFLE ITEMS
Tickets are only $1.00! 


*Tickets are available for 


purchase at the event and 


will be drawn the same 


day. Need not be present 


to win.


If you would like to donate, please contact Dana Boen:


E-mail: danaboen@q.com
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