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THE FOLLOWER

March 15-17: Craﬁ: Rctrcat

March 25: Ham Dinner

March 25: Kids’ Choirs Sing

DURING LENT Soup Suppers ~ Wednesdays at 5:30—6:30 PM

Lenten Services ~ Wednesdays at 7:00 PM

Worship Saturday evening: 5:30 pm
Times Sunday: £:30 am & 10:30 am
Sunday School & Coffee Hour—9q:30am




A blessed Lent to all of you! It may seem strange to say this, but Lent is, hands down,
my favorite season of the church year. And, it is not just because of the soup suppers
(although they are delicious and fun weekly event). The main reason | love Lent is
because of the focus that it demands. We pair down. We simplify. We listen. We go
back to the roots of our faith. That is where the tradition of giving something up for
Lent comes from. It is not a call to sacrifice but to simplify our lives, so we can pay
closer attention to the promises that God has given us. This is also the reason for our
soup suppers. We don’t worry about what in the world we will have — a simple soup
and a sandwich is the answer and conversation to nourish our souls.

Our lives become so crowded that we oftentimes cannot hear the voice of God. Lent
calls us to unclutter our lives. It is the spring cleaning, if you will, of our lives of faith.
So, it is back to the basics. It is not a time to be sad and look sad, but a time to awak-
en our lives of faith. We unclutter and open our eyes, ears, and hearts to where God
is leading us. Then at the end of Lent, during Holy Week, we are ready to hear again
the most basic, most central story of our lives of faith. It is the story of Christ’s death
and resurrection. It is the story of our redemption. It is the story all of our life and
hope is built upon.

We invite you to fully participate in this journey here at Cross of Calvary. Our theme
for our Wednesday service will revolve around our most basic symbol--the cross.
What does it mean for us? How are we to look at it? Join us for the soup suppers at
5:30 and stay for our service at 7:00 each Wednesday. Then join us Sunday to hear
our most basic stories as we head to the most important week of all!

God'’s grace and peace for a blessed season of Lent!

In Christ,

Pastor Matt



CROSS OF CALVARY

LUTHERAN CHURCH
1103 W. Chestnut Ave. Olivia, MN 56277
320-523-1574
Website:www.crossofcalvary.net
E-mail: crossofcalvary@gmail.com
Office Hours: M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

WORSHIP SERVICES:

September 11— Mayl13
Sunday Worship 8:30am &10:30am
Sunday School and Coffee Hour 9:30am
Saturday Vespers 5:30 pm

Radio Broadcast of Service: Sundays, 7:30am -K100FM

CHURCH STAFF

Pastor: Rev. Matt Hausken,
hauskenmatt8@gmail.com, Pastor’s Study: 523-5857, Parson-
age: 523-1282, Cell: 320-579-0839

Minister of Faith Formation: Chelsey Plumley,

320-523-1574 cofcyouth@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant: Laurie Schultze

320-523-1574 crossofcalvary@gmail.com

Organist: Kathy Reese

Sextons: Chet & Angie Boen

Sunday School Superintendent: Jill Hanson

Council: Todd Gay, President
Dave Altmann  Gordy Blem
Jennifer Grund Cindy Johnson
Keith Larson ~ Greg Mertens
Nanette Serbus David Torgelson
Treasurer: Curt Sather

SERVICE TO THE CHURCH

Volunteers are needed each Sunday. Please offer to fill in. The sign
up sheet is on the BOARD or available online using Google Docu-
ments. Just ask Laurie for the link.

MAR Altar Guild—D Beckler, M Rauenhorst, Kristi O’Neill

Communion Assts.

Mar 4 and 18 8:30 — G Blem
Readers

MAR 11 8:30 - J Hanson

MAR 18 8:30 -

MAR 25 8:30 - R Nelson

Acolytes
MAR Kiah Morse Hunter Evenson

MAR Ushers
8:30am - M Hanson, M Hanson, V Wertish, B Wertish
10:30 am — D Knudson, D Knudson, D Revier, P/E Revier

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS for signing up to serve on
Sundays! Your dedication to assisting with worship is a bless-
ing!!!

Brian Boen
Sandra Whited
Marie Rauenhorst

10:30 — K Larson

10:30- R Skukrud
10:30- S Hausken
10:30-

READERS are needed for March and April
March Communion Dates ~ 4th and 19th

Committee Meetings
Committee meetings are usually held on the 3rd Wed. of
each month, beginning at 7:00pm in the Fellowship
Hall. This includes the following committees: Parish
Life, Missions, Parish Ed., Property, Technology, Wor-
ship & Music, Youth Ministry, Evangelism

Committee Meetings—None during Lent
Council Meeting—March 21 @ 8pm

Prayer

MILITARY - (listed until notified of their return)
Carolyn Wertish-Heiser, Todd Hammerschmidt, Paul Plumley,
Joshua Keyser and Jake Dillon,

PRAYERS OF HEALING & STRENGTH

Jeff Holmer [K. Erickson]
Diana Adkins [B Hennen]
Jim Plumley [C Plumley]
Nikki Gleasner  [M Hanson]
Chet Boen [A Boen]

Carrie Nicholson [A Boen]
Madison Travers [K Barta]

Stephanie Alton [S Alton]
Mike Gregoire  [D Boen]
Mike Bruns [M Brown Family]

Theresa Buesgens [L Baumgartner]

Gina Wog [L Schultze]

Al Engstrom [R Linde]

Randy Akre [J Weis]

Justin Lothert [graduates of 2011]

Christie Engelmann [S Grasmon]
Praise

Thought we’d try something NEW! We are looking forward to
offering praise and thanksgiving for health and wellness,
births, marriages, anniversaries, etc. Directions are below:

Adding loved ones to the Prayer and Praise Lists:

Please gain permission.

e  Fill out a request form: found in the pews & office, or use the
Prayer page at our website - crossofcalvary.net

e  Names will remain on the list as indicated on the request form
and then removed.

e Ifyou feel someone should remain on the list, please resubmit
the name to the office.

Welcome in Baptlism  Febpaary 77, 2072
Kessly Ann Bolm
Paypents—Kristina and Cody Bohm

APRIL FOLLOWER deadline is March20
Assemble the Follower at 1pm on March 27

Weekly Bulletin Deadline is Thursday by noon.
523-1574 or crossofcalvary@gmail.com

The 2012 altar flower list is on the BOARD and ready for
names. Simply sign up for a Sunday, and someone will call to
assist you.



CHURCH NEWS SOUp SUPpPLrs

Match the Carpet—fund raiser! As of this Ruring Lent: (W ednesrayeriam Sa-Rat,
: Enjoy fellowship, a hearty bowl of soup and support the various

publications, we have met 85% of the Fel- ministry/missions of the church.
lowship Hall Goal!ll  We only need 30 March 7  Gillette Children’s Blankets
square yards @ $37.50 per square yard (this March 14  National Gathering
includes materials and installation). Watch us shade March 21 Banq equipment

March 28 Men’s Group

in the square yards as donations come in! _
Wh ddi vt for this fundpal Lenten book--Making Sense of the Cross. There are a few
€n adding your support 1or this tundraiser extra copies in the Narthex. Drop your payment of $13.00 in

to your regular giving, simply designate as  the envelope and place in Laurie’s church mailbox.

follows: Regular offering § __ & Carpet Fund 8 pigHES AND CAKE PANS will be donated before the Ham
. Dinner. Please check the cart and pick yours up.

January Food Shelf Donations — 83 pounds and $431 to the
Renville County Food Shelf. Thank you, donors! THRIVENT MEMBERS: If you have 2011 Choice Dollars

‘ remaining, you have until March 31st to direct them. You can
Please See YOUTH Page for Sunday School Announce- go online or telephone your designation. If you want to know
ments, Gathering News, and more! how to receive the contact information, please call Ronda Berg
. at 523-5925.
RESERVATIONS are required to use the church: We are
such a busy facility...what a blessing! So, whenever needing to
use any part of the church for an event, committee meeting,
service project, fund raiser, etc., please call the office to guar-
antee there are no conflicts. 523-1574

90th BIRTHDAY OPEN HOUSE: Come celebrate Florence
Malecek’s birthday on Saturday, March 3 1st from 1-4pm at the
Danube Community Center.

Church accessibility during the winter. Please call MARCH BIRTHDAYS
whenever you need the church opened outside of the following
times. We will be happy to accommodate your needs. 03/02 Barta, Karen 03/16  Gross, Gavin
03/03 Adamski, Cassandra 03/17 Wagner, Kari
CHURCH HOURS OFFICE HOURS 03/03  Grund, Brett 03/17  Schmidt, August
Monday 8:30a—7:00p 8:30am — 4:30pm 03/03 Grund, Breanna 03/18  Buhr, Paul
Tuesday 8:30a - 5:00p 8:30am — 4:30pm 03/04 Mallak, Duane 03/18 Hanson, Lorene
Wednesday 8:30a— 7:00p 8:30am — 7:00pm 03/04  Senger, Matthew/Angi 03/18  Amberg, Gage
Th.ursday 8:30a—5:00p 8:30am — 4:30pm 03/04  Hanson, Jack 03/19  Torkelson, Trevor
Friday 8:30a-—5:00p 8:30am — 2:00pm 03/05 Dahl, Ashley 03/20  Osthus, Anne
Sataturday 8:00a—5:00p 03/07 Mertens, Gregory 03/20  Dale, Cod
; - ! , Cody
Sunday 8:00a - 5:00p E:xlrgieBSO:}?ultze gg_?igg 03/07 Baumgartner, Andrew 03/20  Bohm, Braylon
03/07 Erickson, Emily . 03/21 Erickson, Steve
03/07 Reese, Jena 03/21 Suess, Annmarie
.. 03/07 Mertens, Breann 03/21 Schrupp, Justin
MlSSlOl’l Note gg; }8 Iziriher, Ir(rent 03/21  Fliflet, Karissa
Our Lenten journey is one of reflection through prayer and 03/10 H;rllm(;rrg ’D:vrvi (Oégi guhe e ? anicile
meditation. Prayer and meditation leads us to action. The 03/10 Jeniseri ’Evan 03/24 KC bwe}r], Cammy
Lutheran World Relief’s Baskets of Promise Appeal is collect- 03/11 Johnso’n Cindy 03/24 Hgll:id’ Aar;on
ing different school items each week in Lent to assemble school 03/12 Postve dt, Sonja 03/25  Mette er’ An T
kits that give children essential items to learn and work toward 03/12 Plags L):nn 03/26 Gay. J . bngle
better futures. It also costs money to distribute these Baskets 03/12 Hebri,nk Tyler 03/27 Abil;h:rcrf’ Lyndon
of Promise. Cross of Calvary’s Mission Committee is ap- 03/13 Lilja Jo;ie 03/27  Revier P:ark);r
pealing to each of you to offer dollar bills in support of the 03/14 Rock, Traci 03/27 Kowal;ki Pevion
distribution of these and other comfort items. .03/14 SerbL;s Nanette 03/29  Mikosch ’Jac?),;)
Cost to daliver sach itam: 8;;}4 Aponte, Jackie 03/29  Boen, Zane
) . 5 Maurice, Mavis 03/30  Bratsch, Jan
B B T 03/15  Dale, Jeff 03/30  Kopel, Bobbi
Baby Care Kit $1.350 18 Ibs Soap $11.60 G, ek, e 03/30 Lothert Ir, Craig
avy oL 5.00ap o4 L. 03/16  Stratton, Laurence 03/31  Malecek, Florence
03/16 Lingl, Jesse 03/31 Wick. Kevin
b s °
Let’s be the WINGS of Promise 03/16  Mages, Tatum 03/31  Jansen. Kayla

Prayerfully consider bringing a $1.00 to each Wed and Sat/Sun
worship services during Lent. Leave your gift in a basket at

the back of the Sanctuary.




Prayer Request

Print all information DATE

YOUR NAME

YOUR PHONE NUMBER

NAME OF PERSON TO BE ADDED

Share with congregation (prayers in church)
Keep private

Additional Information

Do you have the prayer recipient’s permission?

This request should remain on the list
__1week __ 2weeks 1 month

Praise Request

DATE

Print all information

YOUR NAME

YOUR PHONE NUMBER

NAME OF PERSON(S) TO BE ADDED

Reason for submission (no more than a phrase or brief sen-
tence)

Do you have the praise recipient’s permission?

This request should remain on the list
___1week _ 2weeks __ 1 month

Narthex Renovation

Thanks for being patient with the construction. The new car-
pet, painted walls and trim compliment our lovely oak cabi-
netry and the blond brickwork.

NEW CROSS OF CALVARY WEBSITE

crossofcalvary.net
At our website you will find the Follower, the weekly bulletin
and the church calendar. Interact with Pastor, Chelsey and Lau-
rie on the Faith Blog. Need to add someone to the prayer list?
You can do it online! Be sure to subscribe to the Faith Blog, so
you will receive notification when the Follower, the bulletin
and messages from the staff are posted.

Take the time to update your
contact information...please...

Over time cell numbers get changed, new email addresses
are used, home phone numbers are dropped, or mailing ad-
dresses change. Thus, we are finding it is getting more and
more difficult to contact members of the church. Don’t as-
sume we have all of your current information on file.

e Drop it in the offering plate

® Leave it in the office

® Mail to church at 1103 W Chestnut Ave, Olivia, 56277
e Email the info to crossofcalvary@gmail.com
Name

Name

Children (under 18)

Address

Phone numbers
Home phone

Name Cell Number

Email addresses

MEALS ON WHEELS DELIVERY DRIVERS
NEEDED Takes approximately 45 minutes
Cross of Calvary is scheduled to deliver meals for the
next 4 weeks, through Apr. 1%, The sign-up sheet is on the
BOARD. Maps for the north and south routes are on the coun-

ter in the office. Choose a route; choose your days —a week at a
time, or a day here and there. THANKS!




Hello All!

Youth and Family Ministry co ., og¢ of February 2012

I welcome each of you to take a look at the youth even_Z.
*Find one that speaks to you, think about all your God-given gdifts and abilities, and put them to work!
YOU are always welcome to grow your faith as we walk alongside each other.

- Chelsey Plumley, Minister of Faith Formation cofeyouth@qgmail.com Facebook: Chels Plumley
Check out the Faith Blog at www.crossofealvary.net Chelsey will be writing every Tuesday.

UPCOMING YOUTH/FAMILY EVENTS

MARCH - 4™ — FUEL @ CCOC 6:30-8

14" — NOG Lent Soup Supper

17t — Graceful Parenting 10:30 AM

18t - Bridge Builders 9:30 AM

25t — Junior and Cherub choirs sing
CLOCK 6:10 PM

30-31 — Sr. High Gathering

COFFREE SCHEDULE

March 4" — K. Holland, R. Pietig, D. Frank, R. Serbus
March 11" — OPEN

March 18" — K. Larson, D. Bratsch, E. Lilja, S. Padronos
March 25" — No Coffee —Ham Dinner

April 1** — No Coffee — Palm Sunday breakfast

Aoril 8" - OPEN

Why Geo te camp?

Summer Camps Make
Kids Resilient

Published on February 5, 2012 by Michael Ungar,
Ph.D. in Nurturing Resilience

This is an impressive list of factors that camp
experiences provide our children. Camps give
our kids a spicy combination of experiences that
prepare them well for life. Add to that the
reinforcement at home of what the child nurtures
at camp, and we'll find amazing kids who show
the resilience to make good decisions.

1.

2.

New relationships, not just with peers, but with
trusted adults other than their parents.

A powerful identity that makes the child feel
confident in front of others. A good camp
counselor will help your child find something he
can do to be proud of.

Camps help children feel in control of their lives.
Children who experience themselves as
competent will be better problem-solvers in new
situations.

Camps make sure that all children are treated
fairly. Every child starts without the baggage they
carry from school. At camp they will both find
opportunities to just be kids who are valued for
who they are.

At camp kids get what they need to develop
physically. Ideally, fresh air, exercise, a balance
between routine and unstructured time, and all the
good food their bodies need

Perhaps best of all, camps offer kids a chance to
feel like they belong. All those goofy chants

and team songs, the sense of common purpose
and attachment offer children a sense of being
rooted.

Camps give kids both cultural roots and the
chance to understand others who have cultures
very different than their own. The camps Cross
of Calvary promote are all bible camps that focus
on faith building experiences as well as the others
listed here. here.above.

LOOKING FOR A SAFE INVESTMENT?
BUY STOCK IN NOG!

Each level of stock receives all items listed above along with a
chance to have your name in our GRAND PRIZE drawing per
each $25 purchased

AMOUNT PURCHASED RECEIVE
Up to $25 -- Stock Certificate & Personalized postcard from NO
$25 - Packet of 5 photo cards
$50 - Official New Orleans Souvenir — Masks
or a CD/DVD of all Trip pictures
$100 - 8x10 Framed matted print, & 4x6 group photo
from trip

By purchasing Stock, you are entitled to receive the gift(s) within one
month of group returning in July 2012
THE GRAND PRIZE will be a catered Cajun or French Dinner
for two and a New Orleans gift basket with the following:
--Beignet mix from the infamous Café Du Monde
--Authentic souvenirs from New Orleans (unsure exactly of items but
will be brought up from New Orleans)
--French Market coffee.
You may put your name in the drawing without purchasing stock.
Contact Chelsey for more information.
Thank you for your support as we head out on this huge faith

adventure. Remember us in your prayers as we continue preparing.
-New Orleans Gathering Youth 2012

YOUTH MISSION TRIP PLEDGE CARD
Name:
Youth to Sponsor
Phone #
Amount of Stock Purchased: o $25 o $50 o $100

o $150 o $250 oOther

Each $25 spent puts your name into a drawing for our Grand Prize
listed above.
Please provide your mailing address for

postcard:
If purchasing stock above $100, Print Choice (Pick One):
o Historical site o Louisiana landscape

o Mass worship photo 0O Praise
Return this form to Chelsey to redeem your Stock, and enter into
| our drawing.
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From Chelsey’s BlOg (a good reason to subscribe at crossofcalvary.net)

We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give. ~Winston Churchill
January 24, 2012

Hello to all. And I do mean ALL. Each and every one of you are wonderful! Fabulous! Amazing! Do you know why??
Because you put yourself out there. You go beyond your call. You don’t just work, or raise your children, or clean, or
shovel snow (finally!), you do it ALL!

This is a shout out to all the volunteers. And whether you have signed up on a sheet to be a chaperon, to help out in a
classroom, to teach, to drive, or just simply open a door, you have volunteered! You have taken time out of your life to do
something for someone else.

Do you realize just how much you matter? Not only to the church, or to the school, or to the ‘leader’ who has asked
(maybe even begged) you to help?...I don’t think you do- even if you answered yes, you don’t! You have GIVEN
something of yourself, which no one can ever just take. You must GIVE it away freely...and doesn’t it feel good?!!?

- “Volunteers don’t necessarily have the time; they just have the heart.” ~ Elisabeth Andrew

“I’m just a volunteer.” Have any of you ever said this? Is this how you feel when you are surrounded by others? It has for
me. Truly. A short 15 months ago I attended a youth and family workshop. Ihad only been a volunteer for a little over 2
months, and I was asked to attend The Living Room Summit.

Once I arrived, I realized this workshop was for youth ministers and pastors. Needless to say I felt a little out of my
element. Ah, who am I kidding, I was WAY out of my element. I learned about and grew in my faith ten-fold,

but the whole time all I could think was, “I am just a volunteer.” As the ever eloquent Marilyn Sharpe reminded me,
‘Chelsey my dear, you are not just a volunteer. You are priceless! Ministry could not run without you!” Ibet you can guess
my response to this... “Yea right!” I couldn’t help but laugh and completely disagree with her. I am a volunteer, I am so
dispensable. They need me for one thing and then I'll slink into the back, and no one will notice me again. WRONG-

O! Since that time, I have explosively changed my mind about what a volunteer really is.

Holy Moly guys! You have no idea how important you are!! We at Cross of Calvary have such fabulous volunteers who,
week in and week out, serve the church through involvement in all of the different kinds of ministry we have here. You
aren’t asked to help out because we need to fill space, you are asked because you possess something that is worth

sharing. You have more in you than you may think.

Or maybe you know how valuable you are! And that is AWESOME! Keep it up, because someone, somewhere will need
you.

-Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they 're worthless, but because they 're priceless. ~ Sherry Anderson.

Are you interested in becoming a volunteer for our youth ministry? What qualities do you need to possess? You only need
TWO very, very important characteristics: Love God, and Love children. That is it!

Pray with me, and keep this prayer, this request to God, in the back of your mind...
Father, we thank you for giving us all the gifts we possess. Help us to use these gifts as an outlet to share your
Word. Give us the courage to put ourselves beyond our comfort zone to minister to others in any way we can. Amen.

Chelsey’s Blog, along with Pastor Matt’s, the Follower and the Weekly Bulletin can be accessed at the church
website at crossofcalvary.net. Click the FAITH BLOG tab. Be sure to subscribe and receive the Blogs as email.




How does the ELCA respond to
Hunger and promote Advocacy?

Together, in Christ’s name, we experience the transforming power of connection. As individuals,
congregations, and synods, our humble offerings and actions are gathered, blessed, and multiplied.
Together, we are ELCA World Hunger.

The international work of ELCA World Hunger is carried out with our trusted partners, notably
Lutheran World Relief (LWR) and The Lutheran World Federation (LWF). Because of these long-
held connections to partners around the world, ELCA World Hunger efforts are efficient and
effective.

ELCA World Hunger is a comprehensive and sustainable program that uses multiple strategies—
relief, development, education, and advocacy—to address the root causes of hunger and poverty.
ELCA World Hunger responds to neighbors around the corner and around the world. One way this
happens in the United States is through domestic hunger grants.

ELCA World Hunger responds to Christ’s call to “Go and do likewise” (Luke 10:37), serving with
compassion people who are most vulnerable, paying focused attention to the full participation of
women and the needs of children.

ELCA Disaster Response is known for its long-term healing presence after natural and human-
caused disasters. After a major disaster, go to www.elca.org/disaster to learn how ELCA Disaster
Response is “prepared to care,” give a donation to help fund the response, and find information to
share with your congregation.

1 The Southwestern Minnesota Synod rejoices in
the partnerships with other bodies in the Church.
God's spirit calls and sends us. We are sent to serve
in God's broader mission, in God's world, and in
God's larger church.

t The church does not have a mission - the mission
of God has a church! God is in charge of God's
mission to the world. God drives the mission and
invites us into relationships to love and serve one
another. With hundreds of other church bodies that
collaborate in mission, the ELCA joyfully accepts
God's invitation. Through our hands, heart, and
feet, God creates and nurtures the relationships that
are instruments for reconcilliation in God's
creation.




