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	Matthew 2:10
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The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
John 1:5

As this letter is being written our days are getting shorter and shorter.  Then on December 21st we will reach the shortest day of the whole year.  In some parts of the world there is absolutely no day at all.  Above the Arctic Circle they spend huge amounts of money to provide bright lighting to lift the moods of the people.  The darkness can be intense and it effects people in a big way.  

But, could you imagine what would happen if that darkness would last forever?  There would be no hope of light.  No more day time.  No more sun filled days.  But, we know that this will not last forever.  It is the hope of sun filled summer days that pull us through.  

Just so in our lives with the promise of Christ as the light of the world.  We know that the dark parts of our life will not have the last word.  The light of the world has come into our lives and will never leave our sides—that’s a promise.

We celebrate his coming into the world and pray that the gift of his light may guide us each day.  We not only know that he is always with us, but we know that there is no darkness that can ever overcome his light!

Blessings for a wonderful Advent and Christmas season!


In Christ


Pastor Matt

PRAYERS OF HEALING AND STRENGTH

Prayer for:	Submitted by:
Vonna Ledeboer	A. Ledeboer
Diana Adkins	B. Hennen
Jill Revolinski	C. Mallak
Greg & Evelyn Rosenow	T. Kadelbach
Carol Senkyr.............................................................................................................Pastor Matt Hausken
Sonja Fostvedt ........................................................................................................................Pastor Matt
Lesley Sagedahl................................................................................................................Daren Sagedahl
Caryn Jandl...........................................................................................................................Karen  Barta
Joe Basledahl.........................................................................................................................Matti family
Warren Mitchell..................................................................................................................... Cole family

	◄
	December  2016
	►

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	30
Confirmation Meal at 5:45
Confirmation at 6:30
WOW
Advent Service 7 pm
	1

	2

	3
Worship 5:30


	4
Worship 8:30/10:30
Communion
Sunday School 9:30
Snowflake Bazaar

	5
 Library Reserved
6:00-8:00 pm

	6
Men’s Bible Study
6:15 am and 7:00 am


	7
Confirmation Meal at 5:45, Class at 6:30 pm
WOW at 3:15 pm
Advent Service 7pm
	8


	9

	10
Worship 5:30 pm

	11
Worship 8:30/10:30….
Sunday School 9:30 am – 12:30 

	12
Library Reserved
6:00-8:00 pm
	13
Men’s Bible Study
6:15 am and 7:00 am
	14
Confirmation Meal at 5:45, Class at 6:30 pm
WOW at 3:15 pm
Advent Service 7 pm
	15
Dorcas Bible Study
-Masters at 10:00 am
	16

	17
Worship 5:30 pm

	18
Worship 8:30/10:33
Communion
Sunday School Program
Reformation Party – Caroling at 3:00 pm
	19
Library Reserved 
6:00-8:00 pm
Deadline for “Good Gifts”
	20
Men’s Bible Study
6:15 am and 7:00 am
	21
Confirmation Meal at 5:45 Class at 6:30 pm
 WOW at 3:15 pm
Advent Service 7 pm
Church Council 7:30
	22

	23

	24
Worship 4:30 pm & 9:00 pm

	25
Worship 9:00 am
No Sunday School 

	26
Library Reserved
6:00-8:00 pm
Ruth Bible Study at noon
	27
Men’s Bible Study
6:15 am and 7:00 am

Girl Scouts 5:30-7:15
	28
Confirmation Meal at 5:45, Class at 6:30 pm
No WOW at 3:15 pm



	29





	30





	31
 No Worship 5:30 pm






DECEMBER VOLUNTEERS

COMMUNION	8:30 – Keith Larson, 10:30 – Cindy Johnson
USHERS		8:30 – Keith Larson, Nate Bahl, Dave Lindquist, Sue Lindquist
			10:30 – Steve & Sue Altmann
ACOLYTES: Andrew Holland and Leif Hausken	
ALTAR GUILD: Sue Malecek, Jenny Evenson & Kathy Slagter

[bookmark: _GoBack]Renville County Food Shelf: The food shelf is low on dollars that are used for fresh produce. Area churches will be taking turns each month for collecting funds. Lutheran churches have the months of February and June. All churches have the months of November and March!
Any contributions will be greatly appreciated!!

Opportunity to Serve
***Minister of Faith Formation***
Cross of Calvary is accepting applications for the position of Minister of Faith Formation (currently filled by Ashley Schmidt) with a close date of December 7th, end of business day.  Please submit applications and any additional information in an envelope to the church office or drop box outside the office door.  Any questions regarding the position or process may be directed to Eric Skeie, President of the congregation.

3

YOUTH NEWS
Programs
Sunday School
Sun. – 9:30-10:20am
3 year old – Grade 9
WOW
Wed. – 3:15-5:00pm
Grades 1-6
Breakfast Club
Thursday – 7:07am
Grades 9-12
Confirmation
Wednesday
Meal at 5:45pm
Class at 6:30-7:30pm






Youth Calendar Events
December 29
No Breakfast Club
Enjoy your holiday break!
December 25
No Sunday School
Merry Christmas!
December 11
WOW Choir Sings during both worship services





December 28
No WOW
Enjoy your holiday break!

December 18
Sunday School Christmas Program







Youth Feature
Cross of Calvary brought 28 youth to the Junior High Youth Gathering in Willmar on November 18-19!

Coffee Hour Schedule

December 11	Skeie, Elfering, Altmann (Dave/Kathy), Morse (Mark/Jaime)
[image: ]



December Birthdays
12/01	 Donna Greenwell			12/11	Randy Harrier		12/18	Tami Revier
12/01	 Morgen Dietrich			12/11	Hannah Bellig		12/18	Dan Gross
12/01	Michael Triplett			12/11	Steven Bellig		12/18	Nick Bruns
12/01	Abby Sigurdson			12/11	Brady Ridler		12/18	Mitchell Crow
12/01	Paige Johnson			12/11	London Prokosch		12/18	Jack Iverson
12/02	Herb Wallert			12/12	Konnie Deklerk		12/19	Ron Fahse
12/02	Jeff Revier			12/12	Joseph Lingl Sr.		12/19	Amilio Reynolds-Hernandez
12/02	Adam Steffel			12/12	Melissa Adamski		12/20	Joshua Honzay
12/03	Danielle Kingstrom			12/13	Jerry Brustuen		12/20	Jacob Skeie
12/03	Emersyn Malvin			12/13	Roxanne Torkelson		12/20	Jonas Lang
12/04	Gerald Revier			12/13	Ryan Jensen		12/20	Jade Olson
12/04	Clayton Erickson			12/13	Nathan Barta		12/21	Joan Wick
12/04	Krista Schrupp			12/14	Bruce Knoke		12/21	Kandi Erickson
12/04	Michael Kemnitz			12/14	Kathy Johnson		12/22	Courtney Kopel
12/05	Susan Lindquist			12/14	Sarah Hausken		12/22	Briar Lippert
12/05	David Torgelson			12/14	Jaime Bergren-Hanish	12/23	Samuel Sigurdson
12/05	Libby Revier			12/14	Matt Adamski		12/24	Barbara Lingl
12/05	Christina Meuhlberg			12/14	Reese Malvin		12/24	Nate Cole
12/05	Lucas Wertish			12/15	Marcella Wacek		12/24	Emily Perry
12/07	Sharon Ryan			12/15	Tim Wertish		12/24	Emily McDowell
12/07	Gary Grund			12/15	Amy von Barnes		12/24	Tanya Serbus
12/07	Joseph Newville			12/15	Miranda Neubauer		12/24	Liz Hatch
12/08	Brian Wallert			12/16	Kristina Bohm		12/24	Gabriel Suess
12/08	Angela Seidl			12/17	Rosalie Sheggeby		12/25	Tammy Kopel
12/09	Brody Enestvedt			12/17	Loren Lilja		12/26	Steve Wertish
12/10	Joyce Limoges							12/26	Griffin Osthus
12/10	Roger Feil							12/27	JoLynn Valentin
									12/27	Caeden Gluesing
									12/29	Vi Johnston
									12/29	Linda Fahse
									12/31	Mark Morse

Sharing Special Music at Christmas 
If you are considering providing special music at the Sunday School Service on Dec. 18 or at the Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24, please help the organist, pianist, tech people, office and Pastor with preparations.  Simply fill out the form found below, or in the Follower, then submit it to office by the due date noted.   Thanks!!
	NAME ______________Cell /Home phone__________________
	Sunday School Program 
 (Preschool – grade 12)
	Christmas Eve   
(HS and adults)

	Dec 18    10:30
	Dec 24       please circle  4:30 or 9:00


	The following must be 
COMPLETED by  – Dec 4
	The following must be 
COMPLETED by – Dec 11

	Your piece is selected, and you have the music in hand.   YES  or  NO
Title:
It is a LEGAL copy?  YES  or  NO
Do you need the church to help you obtain a legal copy?  YES  or  NO
	Your piece is selected, and you have the music in hand.   YES  or  NO
Title:

It is a LEGAL copy?  YES  or  NO
Do you need the church to help you obtain a legal copy?  YES  or  NO

	Are others performing with you, and it is confirmed.   YES  or  NO
Names:

	Are others performing with you, and it is confirmed.   YES  or  NO
Names:


	You have contacted an accompanist, and it is confirmed.   YES    NO     NA
Name:
	You have contacted an accompanist, and it is confirmed.   YES    NO     NA
Name:


	Do you need microphones?
YES  or  NO    How many?  ____
	Do you need microphones?
YES  or  NO    How many?  ____


	Do you need music or video run though the tech system?
YES  or  NO
	Do you need music or video run though the tech system?
YES  or  NO

	You have arranged for a rehearsal time with the accompanist and the office.   YES  or  NO
	You have arranged for a rehearsal time with the accompanist and the office.   YES  or  NO


Fundraising for the new sign atren



Cross of Calvary on Highway #71
The goal is to fill all the letters on the picture below; each letter represents a $1,000.
Estimated cost: $28,500.00

[image: C:\Users\Office\Desktop\IMG_0633.JPG]

Cross of Calvary Lutheran Church COUNCIL MEETING
Minutes for: Wednesday, November 16, 2016 @ 7:30pm


COUNCIL MEMBERS

(_) Aaron Thompson	2017*	(X) Jon Hawkinson	2018		(X) Eric Skeie		2019*
(X) Keith Larson		2017*	(X) Bobbi Kopel	2018		(X) Natasha Johnson		2019*
(X) Cindy Johnson		2017*	(X) Paul Buhr	2019		(X) Michelle Jensen		2019*
(X) DeeAnne Newville	2017	(X) Gordon Blem	2019
(X) Steve Altmann	2018							Terms end at Annual Meeting (Jan.)
										*Second term
STAFF
(X) Pastor Matt Hausken	       (X) Ashley Schmidt, Minister of Faith Formation     (X) Sue Altmann, Council Recorder

AGENDA
1.	Meeting called to order- President Eric Skeie  
2.	Devotions – Keith
3.	Approve minutes of the October meeting – Motion to approve the minutes by Steve, seconded by Bobbi, motion passed. 
4.	Financial Secretary and Treasurer Reports –October - Motion to approve the treasurer/secretary report by Gordy, seconded by DeeAnne, motion 	passed.
			-Report from Curt Sather on past treasurer/secretary reports. 
5.	Pastor’s report 
	-	Advent season will begin on Wednesday, Nov. 30 at 7:00 pm
	-	Working on Christmas themes, etc.
	-	4 funerals this month
	-	1st Wednesday back from break Confirmation students will be helping at the food shelf
		MIA is set for January 6, Cost is $12.00 per person, C of C has 30 tickets (Pastor selling tickets)
	-	December 18th the Sunday School program is scheduled/plus Caroling & Hot Cocoa for December Reformation event
6.	Minister of Faith Formation’s report  
	-	Jr. Youth Gathering is scheduled for Nov. 18 & 19 with 26 students sign up to attend
	-	Ashley’s last day at Cross of Calvary will be November 20th.
	-	Ashley has everything planned out for WOW, through December
	-	Breakfast club will be hosted by Jeni Skeie until further notice

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
      
1.  Youth Ministry- none	
2.  Equipping the Congregation - none			
3.  Outreach – Budget has been distributed for the 2016 year. Motion by Keith and seconded by Natashia to approve distribution of funds. – Passed.
4.  Administration – Shingles are need on the parsonage. A bid will be gathered. It will be a spring job, will be line item in the
		 upcoming budget. (Suggested amount $10,000)
5. AED Maintence – Eric checked.
	
OLD BUSINESS
•	Vanco – set a date to present to church and who will present? Sue Altmann will be presenting information on Dec. 4th.
•	Update on dollar amount for new sign - $11,820.00 ($3,000 from Thrivent, $2,000 from WELCA) 
		(as of 11/16/2016)
•	Carpet cleaning was done on November 7th, looks wonderful
•	Bids from Bennett and Marco – looking into renewing the Bennett maintenance plan, will bring to council at December meeting.

NEW BUSINESS   
•	Approve resignation of Ashley Schmidt as Minister of Faith Formation – motion by Steve and seconded by Jon to accept the 	resignation of Ashley Schmidt, motioned passed. The Council thanked Ashley for her service and wished her well in the future.
•	Minister of Faith Formation position – discussion – progress with advertising to church members and outside applicants
-	Advertising, Sarah has been inquiring with the ELCA for potential candidates.
-	Deadline is set for December 7th, with the option to extend deadline.
•	Set Annual meeting date – January 22nd, with a backup date of January 29th
•	December Reformation Date: December 18th at 3:30 – Christmas Caroling and Hot Cocoa
•	Sign up for MIA event in January. Friday night from 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm (30 openings)
•	Sign for Prayer Garden: There was a discussion about the Prayer Garden sign. Things talked about were as follow: there needs to be 	an approval by the council before printing a second sign and notes made on preapproving persons to be listed on the sign. Motion 	made by Natashia and seconded by Bobbi, motion passed. There will be a mailbox attached to the sign with instruction on 		how to use the Prayer Garden. (mailbox purchased by DeeAnne Newville) Also, discussion as to where to place the sign is 	being discussed with Betsy Hennen, DeeAnne Newville, Jon Hawkinson and Sarah Hausken.


Next Council meeting: Wednesday, December 21st at 7:30 pm
December Communion: 8:30 - Keith, 10:30 - Cindy
December Devotions – Jon


Adjourn / Close in prayer.
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BAKE SALE

WHEN Lefse

- Sunday, December Ath tuessues.
9:30 am-12:30 pm CRAFTS &

‘Please note that the event is held on a Sunday after the first HOME DECOR
service.

Unique handcrafted home

WHERE décor and crafts for sale!

Gross of Galvary RAFFLE ITEMS

I,ll“] e r a “ cll “ r cn Tickets are only $1.00!
1101 West Chestnut, Olivia SR A
: purchase atthe event and
will be drawn the same
Www.cn ossnl:cm.‘"mv.NET day.Need not he present
to win.

If you would like to donate, please contact Dana Boen:
E-mail: danahoen@q.com
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