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December 8, 2019 

Cross of Calvary is the ELCA church in Olivia.  We are an intergenerational (fancy word for 

young and old) community that follows Jesus out the building to where we live. We are all 

learners (disciples) here.  This is a safe place to practice worship.  And, believe us, it takes 

practice.  Your questions, critical thinking, doubts and imperfect lives are welcome here. 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion is open to all who are baptized and trust that Christ is present in the meal, 

regardless of your tradition or affiliation. Wine (red)/grape juice (white). 

Participation: 

Bold type means all of us read or pray together. Out loud.  

Children in Church 

They belong here!  They are hearing God’s Word, music and prayers.  We don’t mind fidgeting 

and chatter!  If you like, there are activity bags available in the entry. 

Announcements 

They are as printed or any new information please give to Pastor Matt prior to worship, please 

hand a note to Pastor with any announcements, including prayer requests 

Restrooms they are located in the hallway to the left of the stairs.  

  

Join us for our Christmas Eve worship on 

Tuesday, December 24th 

4:30 PM or 9:00 PM 
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December 8 thru December 15 
Sunday 12-08   Worship                    8:30 AM & 10:30 AM 

   Sunday school  

   Snowflake Bazaar  9:30 AM – 12:30 PM 

   Kick off of Papa Murphy Pizza Fundraiser 

   Baptism – Gartner 

   Equipping Mtg.    11:30 AM 

Monday 12-09  Library reserved  6:00–8:00 PM 

Tuesday 12-10  Men’s Bible Study  6:15 AM/7:00 AM 

Wednesday 12-11 WOW    3:15 – 5:00 PM 

   Confirmation    5:30 – 7:30 PM 

   Advent Service   7:00 PM 

   Theology on Tap  8:00 PM 

Thursday 12-12  Breakfast Club     7:07 AM 

   Women’s Bible Study    8:15 AM 

   Jesus Justice League  3:00 – 5:00 PM 

Friday 12-13   

Saturday 12-14  Worship     5:30 PM    

Sunday 12-15  Worship                     8:30 AM & 10:30 AM   

   Sunday School Christmas Program 10:30 AM 

2020 Offering Envelopes have been placed in your mailbox.  

IF there aren’t offering envelopes in your box, you either requested not to receive a set or you 

give online. Questions, stop in the office and talk to Sue. 

 

Confirmation Meals for December 

December 11 – Chrissy Boen & Dana Boen 

December 18 – Mark Olson 

December 25 – Christmas – No Confirmation 



Cross of Calvary Youth 

 

Children’s Christmas Program 
Join us Sunday, December 15th for our Sunday School Christmas 

Program at 10:30 AM service. 

 

 

 

Coffee Hour Servers for December 

December 8 No Coffee Hour – Snowflake Bazaar 
December 15    Kevin & Heidi Morse 
  Breanna McNelly 
  Brian & Dana Boen 
  Leah Peterson 

December 22 & 29 – only 1 service at 9:00 AM 
 
 
Papa Murphy’s Pizza fundraiser kicks off today! If you are interested in 
ordering, please talk to a student in grades 5-9. 
 

Cross of Calvary Events for December 

December 11  Advent Service at 7:00 PM 

December 15  Sunday school Program Christmas Program at 10:30 AM 

   Senior High Youth Group Meet at 4:00 – 7:00 PM 

December 17  Good Gifts deadline 

December 18  Church Council Meeting after service 

   Advent Service at 7:00 PM 

December 24  Christmas Eve Services at 4:30 PM & 9:00 PM 

December 25  No Service 

December 28  No Service   

December 29  Service at 9:00 AM only 

 



 

GOOD GIFTS 
(December 1-17) 

Envelopes are in the Narthex 

 
 

 8:30 – Bjorn Hausken & Zane Boen   

 10:30 – Kiera Fischer & Rylan Gass  

 

 
 

 8:30 – Keith Larson & Nate Bahl                

 10: 30 – Steve, Sue & Dave Altmann 

2020 Usher list has been posted: if you would like to help usher, please fill in the 

highlighted spot on the sheet. Thanks 

 
 

 COMMUNION:     

  8:30 AM – Nathan Cole  

  10:30 AM – Laurence Stratton   

 CLICKER    

  8:30 AM – Lyn Tesch 

  10:30 AM –  

   ALTAR GUILD: Kelsie Aeikens, Lisa Meints & Natashia Johnson  

 

 
          

Quilters: reminder you will be starting Thursday, Jan. 2nd!!!! 

 

 



 

Here is a glance at our Financial Health thru 

November and Year to Date. We set a budget 

of $273,780.00 for the 2019 year; so far 

we’ve brought in $214,813.38. We are 

$57,967.00 away from our budgeted amount. 

In order to fully achieve the mission of our 

church and reach the goals we set in January 

we need your support.  

Thank you for all of the money that was given all year so far. It is because of you, our generous 

and dedicated donors, that we are able successfully continue the ministry of our church. Any 

and all giving is always appreciated and we are grateful for all that we receive. Remember, an 

easy way to give anywhere and anytime is to give an offering through our secure online giving 

portal on our webpage: crossofcalvary.net/serving-the-church …or think about setting up 

automated monthly or quarterly gifts. 

Prayer Request   

Please take your bulletin home and pray for those listed. Emergency/Pastoral Care: Please have a 

family member or friend notify the church. You may also request hospital staff to call on your behalf.  

Call day or night at 320- 523-1574.  Never feel as though you are bothering Pastor or the staff.  We are 

here to serve as a comfort and as a resource. 

Linda Cole – Nathan Cole’s mother    

Shelby Gass – Family & friends    

Lucas Fischer – Brayden & Cassie Fischer son  

Kathy Brown – Family and Friends  

Angie Metteer – Bruce & Sharon Metteer  

Briar Lippert – son of Jay & Heidi Lippert  

Kathy Johnson – Scott Johnson 

Cleve Fults – Friend of Bruce Metteer   

Tim & Emily Merten family – Angela Cole 



 

Snowflake Bazaar is today! Brunch will be served from 

9:30 AM – 12:30 PM. Cost $7.00. Raffle tickets will be on 

sale for $1.00 each. This year there is only one raffle item, 

but it’s a BIG one! 

 

Thank you to the Snowflake Bazaar committee for all their 

hard work!! 

 
 

Annual Meeting at Cross of Calvary: Will be January 19th at 9:30 AM 
All committees: please have all you information into the office by Friday, January 10th 

at 2:00 PM.  

Also: Congregation members, please take time to soulfully pray about being on a 

committee. (Council: needs 4, Auditing, needs: 1, Nominating, needs: 1, Endowment, 

needs: 1, Synod Reps: need 3 and Gustavus Reps: need 2) 

  

Community News/Events 
Olivia Healthcare Center is in need of a  volunteer a few times a week in the later afternoon ( like from 

3:00 to 4:30) to come and visit with a lady who gets lonely sometimes and just wants to visit. Call 320-

523-1187 and ask for Sheila Pietig. 

  

 



December 8, 2019 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

HYMN OF THE WEEK 

Come Now, O Prince of Peace 

 

   Advent is the season of peace. 

 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

Sunday   Matthew 3:1-12   Prepare the way of the Lord 

Monday  Isaiah 11:1-10   The peaceful kingdom 

Tuesday  Romans 15:4-13   Good news for Jews and Gentiles 

Wednesday  James 3:13-18   Two kinds of wisdom 

Thursday  Isaiah 55:10-13   God’s people will celebrate 

Friday   2 Thessalonians 3:16   Final greeting of peace 

Saturday  Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19   A prayer for guidance for the king 

Sunday   Matthew 11:2-11   Jesus and John the Baptist 

 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead 

them. Isaiah 11:6 (NRSV) 

 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 

A Prayer for the Week: 

Lord Jesus Christ, you who bring peace and hope to the world, guide our steps to walk in your 

peace. Amen. 

Mealtime Prayer: 

Dear God, thank you for this food. May this gift of love strengthen us to live lives of hope and 

peace through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Blessing to Give: 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace. 

 



CARING CONVERSATIONS 

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections: 

 

 

 

 

DEVOTIONS 

Read: Matthew 3:1-12. 

In the Bible the wilderness is a place of repentance, cleansing, and renewal. With John the 

Baptist, something most dramatic is happening in the wilderness: preparing for the coming of 

Jesus into our world and lives, the ultimate experience of repentance, cleansing, and renewal. 

John sounds harsh with words of judgment, not peace and hope. However, God’s work of 

judgment is its own act of preparation that we may be made new. God’s judgment condemns 

sin, death, and evil so that they may be destroyed. That is our great hope. Name places and 

situations in our world today where we gladly let the life of sin and death be swallowed up in 

forgiveness and peace. 

Pray: Lord Jesus, come into our lives and put an end to all that is within us that is not part of 

your kingdom of hope, peace, joy, and love. Amen. 

SERVICE 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near” (Matthew 3:2). The word repent in Greek 

means to change one’s mind or purpose. John the Baptist wanted people to repent and live a 

life that “bears fruit” (v. 8). Leading a Christian life means being fruitful and bearing good fruit. 

Think about what this means. In what ways can people tell that you are a bearer of good fruit? 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 

This week we light two candles on the Advent wreath in our homes. They are the candles of 

Hope and Peace. Today’s candle reflects the peaceful kingdom. 

Say: This is the second week of Advent. Advent means “coming.” We are waiting and watching 

for the coming of Christ. Let us light the candles of Hope and Peace. [Light two candles] 

Read: The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and 

the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. (Isaiah 11:6) 

Respond: Let us walk in the light of Christ that gives peace. 

Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, we await your coming with hope and peace. Amen 


