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October is the month that traditionally we commemorate the Protestant Reformation.  
This has become the month that we set aside for this commemoration because it was on 
October 31st, 1517 that Martin Luther posted his 95 Thesis on the Castle Church door in 
Wittenberg, Germany.  Like many huge events in history the main actors in this story 
didn’t set out to make huge ripples.  But, God had other plans and a reformation of the 
church was under way. 
 
In 1517 the church was going from town to town selling indulgences.  What they were 

were slips of paper you could buy to reduce a loved ones time in purgatory.  How did this happen, you may 
ask?  Excellent question!  Think of your sins and good works as a bank account.  When you are born, it is even.  
Then you accumulate sins, which become a negative on your account.  How can you make up for this—good 
works!  The hope is that when you die you will have an even account or even better extra good works stored 
up.  Let us say that when you die you have a very small debt of sins.  You don’t go to hell, but you don’t go to 
heaven right away.  You would go to a place called purgatory.  It is in purgatory that you will work off your 
sins and once this is done, you go to heaven. 
 
Is there a way to shorten this time in purgatory?  Yes!  There is!  Your relatives can purchase for you 
indulgences.  How does this work?  Like I said above, there are some people that die with a surplus of good 
works.  For example the Saints have an abundance of good works.  What happens to these surplus good works 
when they die.  They become the property of the church of which the Pope is the head. So, when you buy these 
indulgences you are buying the extra good works that haven’t been used.  So, if you purchase enough for 
someone, they go straight to heaven.  This lead to the slogan—“Every time a coin in the coffer rings, another 
soul to heaven does spring.”   
 
By selling these good works the church had discovered an excellent fundraiser.  These indulgences had been 
used and accepted for centuries.  However, the sale really ramped up around 1517.  The church had to finish 
building St. Peter’s in Rome and need a lot of money.  They made a major push all of Christendom for these 
indulgences. 
 
This was the situation in which Luther was writing the 95 Thesis.  Thesis were essentially the college syllabus 
of the day.  They would be posted on the Castle Church door in Wittenberg.  He was letting his students know 
that these were the things they would be discussion in class.  The key phrase here is “in class”.  He wasn’t 
trying to start a major movement that would produce the Protestant churches.  This is the reason that he 
posted these in Latin.  The public who could barely read German would have no chance to read and 
understand these Thesis. 
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My personal favorite of these 95 Thesis is the 84th.  They all pertain to the sale of indulgences and the 
authority the individuals might have over these good works and whether or not it is good works that save you.  
But, the 84th crystallizes it so well: 
 
Thesis 84 
84. Again:—“What is this new piety of God and the pope, that for money they allow a man who is impious and 
their enemy to buy out of purgatory the pious soul of a friend of God, and do not rather, because of that pious 
and beloved soul’s own need, free it for pure love’s sake?”  
 
 Martin Luther, Disputation of Doctor Martin Luther on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences: October 31, 
1517, electronic ed. (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 1996). 
 
In other words, wouldn’t the pope out of the goodness of his heart and out of Christian love just forgive—free 
of charge.  Luther posts these Thesis out of genuine spirit of concern and wondering if this was even right.  
Luther was a teacher of the Old Testament.  So, he naturally turns to scripture.  The key piece of scripture that 
turns is thinking upside down is from Romans. 
 
Righteousness through Faith 
21 But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the 
prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as 
a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by 
his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he 
had passed over the sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 
 The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1989), Ro 3:21–26. 
 
It is faith in Jesus Christ that saves, not your good works or anyone else’s!  We cling to Christ and Christ alone.  
We all sin.  We all fall short, even the Saints.  So, where do we turn?  We turn to the one who has given has life 
for us.  Who through his death and resurrection has destroyed the power of Sin and has given us new life.  We 
are set free! 
 
Is this a rejection of doing good works and sinning like crazy?  Absolutely not!  Think of Scrooge on Christmas 
morning in Charles Dicken’s A Christmas Carol.  He has confronted three ghosts that show to him the reality of 
his situation.  It leads to a lonely solitary death.  When he wakes up he realizes he has been given a second 
chance.  Out of the sheer joy of that second chance he goes out and does good works without even thinking of 
it.  He is free!  Free to live.  Free to serve.  Free to truly love!   
 
This is us when the Gospel message sinks into our hearts.  This is what happened to Luther when the message 
grab hold of his heart and the Spirit reformed the church through him and others.  Let us cling and cherish this 
message each day as we live in the grace, the gift that God has given to us in Jesus Christ! 
 
Blessings for a wonderful month of October! 
 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Matt 

 
 
 
 



Council & Committee Meeting Dates 
Church Council: October 12th at 7:30 PM 
Devotions & Communion: Stacey Larson 

All committees are looking for members; if anyone is interested please contact the church office at 
crossofcalvary@gmail.com or 320-523-1574 

 

October Worship Assistants 
Ushers: Alex Gay, Todd Gay & Daren Sagedahl 

Acolytes: Erika Matinson & Lilly Henriksen 
Camera 

Clicker: Charlie Morse 
Communion Helper: Stacey Larson 

Altar Guild: Sara Benson & Sheila Pietig 

 

Frozen meals:  Do you know someone who could use a meal?  There are frozen meals at 
church for those in need.  Come talk to Jeni or Sue or Pastor Matt if you would like to 

deliver a meal to someone. 

 

Back pack blessing was Sunday September 11 if you weren’t able to attend, please grab a back pack 
tag in the basket at the back of church. 

 

 
Sunday School Registration link - https://forms.gle/gt8g9RRSxXQP9BjL8 

 

3rd Grade Bible Class 
Options: Sunday, October 9th at 11:30 AM or Tuesday, October 11th at 6:00 PM 

 

Junior High Youth Gathering is Friday, November 18-19. Cost is $65.00 for 
members and $85 for friends. Deadline to Sign up is October 12. This is for 6-10th 

graders this year. Pick up registration/health forms on the table at the back of church. 
Game night for 7-9 grades will follow confirmation on October 5th from 7:30-8:30. 

 

10-12 grade movie night will be at church on October 16, from 7-9pm. 

 

Game night for 7-9 grades will follow confirmation on October 5th from 7:30-8:30. 

  

Confirmation Information 
Thank you To Angela Cole for taking charge of the Confirmation Banquet. 

Thank you to everyone who made/donated food worked and decorated! It was a blessed event! 
October 5 and 26, 6:30-7:30pm.8th-9th grade class meets  

October 12, 6:30-7:30pm. 7th grade class meets 
Class will continue every other week. A Schedule was handed out at orientation. If you did not receive one, 

please email at church office or call 320-523-1574 
 

mailto:crossofcalvary@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/gt8g9RRSxXQP9BjL8
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Elementary Youth Programs 
We have made some changes this year. Our groups have gotten too big and so we are creating a new group. 

WOW will now be 5-6 grades and meet 2x per month on Wednesdays. (10/12, 10/26) 
Jesus Justice League will be 1-2nd grade meeting 1x per month on Thursdays (10/06) 

GLUE (God Loves Us Everyday) 3-4th grade also meeting 1x per month on Thursdays (10/13) 

 
 

Breakfast Club  
Breakfast Club for 10-12 graders, will meet Thursdays in October at 7:07am - 

7:40am. We will meet every week unless there is no school. We will meet in the 
church fellowship hall. 

There will be breakfast, devotion and some conversation. Bring your friends! 

 
 

Youth Band - let’s get this going again.  We will practice some 
Wednesday nights from 7:45-8:30pm.  Any youth in grades 7-
12 are welcome.  Sign up on the youth board.  Do you want to 
learn how to play guitar?  Jeni has 3 guitars that are available 
for loan and she is willing to help get you started.  Please call if 
you are intereste

 

Adopt a grandparent is a program I have done before and would love to get started again.  We will meet 3-4 
Sundays throughout the year and break into groups of 2-3 people to visit members who would like to play 
cards, board games, or just talk.  If you are interested in helping, please sign up on the youth board.  Adults will 
be needed to help with driving.  If you would like a visit, please let Sue know at the church office!  We would 
love to expand the family!   

 
 
Coffee hour sign up is getting filled! We will be assigning families this year as we used to 
do. All families will serve once with 2 other families. It’s like “supper” at home - it’s a time to 
visit with our church family members and if we each take a turn to serve, we create a time 
of fellowship for everyone where no one person does all the work. Thank you! 

 
 

 

As some of you may have seen in the last few months, we have put out 
the call to see who would be interested in taking over the Snowflake 
Bazaar.  Our committee has been together since 2013 and has made 
some changes over the years; some that didn’t work so great, and others 
that went very well!  We had hoped that there would have been some 

interest in taking over (and we are happy to help to make the transition), but there have been no 
takers so far.  With prayerful consideration, we feel at this point we may need to cancel this year’s 
event.  If there is anyone who has some interest in continuing this great fundraising opportunity, 
please contact Dana Boen, or Sue in the office.  Thank you for your past support of this event and for 
your consideration of its future.  
 
Dana Boen, Cathy Helin, Jen Kingery, Jody Steffel, Sandy Gay and Kathy Altmann 
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Church committees: We are looking for people to use their 
gifts and talents on committees at church. During the next 
couple months, there will be descriptions of each committee 
and a 
 

Administration: Alex Gay, Gordon Blem, Scott Johnson, Bob Erickson, Trent Athmann  
   & Nathan Cole 
  Staff: Pastor Matt Hausken 
• Manage and care for church property 
• Church building 
• Parsonage 
• Manage and oversee congregational finances 
Care Team: Stacey Larson 
 Members: Lynnette Blem, Sue Erickson, Karen Flom, DeeAnne Newville 
  Staff: Jeni Skeie 
· Comfort Meals 
· Visitation 
· Adopt a family member 
· Projects for shut-ins  
· Meals on Wheels. 
· Provide support as needed for the Stephens Ministers 
Children, Youth & Family:  
  Members: This committee is under construction and looking for members.  
  Sunday School  
   Superintendents: Skye Hebrink  
   Staff: Jeni Skeie 
Equipping: Pastor Matt Hausken & Keith Larson 
 Members: Darin Ditterich, Amanda Malvin, Eric Skeie & Laurence Stratton 
  Staff: Jeni Skeie 
• Plan and coordinate adult education opportunities 
• Empower people to think about stewardship  
• Time and Talent 
• Encourage financial offerings 
Missions: Alex Gay  
  Members: Nancy Hague, Betsy Hennen, Susan Meyers, Dave Torgelson 
  Staff: Pastor Matt Hausken 
• Educate congregation on missions 
• Provide opportunities to be involved in world and local missions 
• Distribute mission dollars from church budget 
Outreach: Jill Hanson 
  Members: Jon Hawkinson, Sister Sarah Hausken & Kelsie Aeikens 
  Staff: Pastor Matt Hausken 
• Invite people to Cross of Calvary 
• Promote Cross of Calvary in the community 
• Create opportunities to share the love of Jesus through Cross of Calvary 
Parish Life: Sandra Gay & Elaine McDowell 
  Members: Dana Boen 
  Staff: Jeni Skeie 
• Plan and coordinate opportunities for fellowship 
• Continue to offer opportunities to acclimate new members 
• Coordinate summer coffee hours 
• Coordinate Soup Suppers 
Technology: Nathan Cole 
  Staff: Pastor Matt Hausken 
• Manage, maintain, and update technology equipment 
Worship & Music: Jill Hanson & Elaine McDowell  
  Members: Peggy Vesterby, Angie Boen, Pam Dettmann, Kathy Reese, Olivia Hanson 
  Staff: Pastor Matt Hausken & Jeni Skeie 
• Advise and coordinate worship and music opportunities: 
• Coordinate with Musicians 
• Organists/pianists 
• Bands 
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• Choirs 
• Arrange for special music 
• Arrange for Readers 
• Coordinate Children’s Sermons 
• Coordinate “clickers” to run the screen during worship 
• Choose worship music 

 
Grounds Volunteers: Bernie Johnson, Mark Schlomann, Duane Flom, Gordy Blem & Faye Johnson 

 
Landscaping Volunteers: Lyn Knoke, Sandy Padernos, Bonnie Triplett & Betsy Hennen 

 
Parsonage Care Team Volunteers: Keith Larson, Bob Erickson, Dave Altmann & Mark Thiesse 

 
Prayer Garden: Betsy Hennen 

 
During October we pray for……. 
1. We pray for our local scout troops as we celebrate the service of two of our own Eagle Scouts and their 
accomplishments and contributions for the community. 
2. We pray for all teachers and children starting Sunday school today at Cross of Calvary, that you would open their 
hearts and minds to your word. 
3. As the week begins, remember our families and the busyness of family life. Please bless their time together. 
4. We pray for those who labor with harvest or other seasonal jobs. Please keep them safe. 
5. On this Wednesday, Lord, we pray for our confirmands learning your story today.   
6. We pray for those who need Your healing hand and for their caregivers. We especially hold up those who are on our 
weekly prayer list 
7.At the football game on all fields tonight, give strength and concentration to the players and wisdom and patience to the 
coaches.   
8. We pray for those with children today being baptized.  Hold us to our promises to teach and reach them in their lives.   
9. Bless the 3rd graders in their Bible Class that they would be excited to learn your story.   
10. We lift up our indigenous brothers and sisters today.  We pray for your healing touch of the many injustices they have 
faced throughout history.   
11. Be with those who travel for work, keeping them safe and at peace while away. 
12. As our young people settle into their college routines, we pray you’ll be with them as they face new decisions about 
things large and small. 
13. We pray for unity…for our country, for our community and in our relationships. 
14. As we approach the end of another week of high school sports, we are thankful for the ability to be active, to think and 
learn and throw and run.   
15. We pray for those struggling with Addiction. 
16. Bless those who gather to worship you whether in the church, in nature or in their places of  residence. 
17. On Boss’s day, Thank you Lord, for Boss’s who treat employees with respect.   
18. There are so many talents in the world, and today we are thankful for those people who bake and share their treats 
with us for coffee hour or youth group. 
19. Thank you for new life and for the babies in our church, our families and our community.  
20. We are thankful for teachers, administrators, paras, and custodial staff in our schools.  Be with anyone who is learning 
and growing over the MEA time.   
21.We pray for those struggling with their mental health and we pray for their families, friends and caregivers. Help us to 
love and understand each other. 
22. We pray for those who have experienced betrayal in their lives. Help them to trust again. 
23. Lord help me to show kindness and love when feeling frustration and impatience. 
24. We pray that we may be able to listen and hear Your voice. Help us to listen to those around us and hear them. 
25. We pray for those who suffer abuse. 
26. Today we pray that our young people’s faith journey will continue and that the members of the church will be available 
to help them on that journey. 
27. Bless the craftiness of people who quilt, make photo albums, and other crafts that are shared with those they love or 
those in need.   
28. We pray for those in assisted living, LTC and group homes. 
29. Help our young people find their identity in you and help them to love and support each other throughout the year.  
30. Thank you Lord, for the change in seasons. For the crisp fall mornings and the sunny afternoons.  We celebrate Your 
beautiful creation. 
31.We thank you for shelter. Please inspire us to assist those without secure shelter.



 

 

Cross of Calvary Lutheran Church  

Council Meeting 
Wednesday, August 17th, 2022 at 7:30 PM 
 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS     Terms end at Annual Meeting in Jan.     * Second term 

2023     2024     2025 

Sandra Gay 2023   Alex Gay  2024*  Elaine McDowell 2025* 

Jeff Keltgen 2023   Kathy Reese  2024  Nathan Cole  2025* 

Stacey Larson 2023   Robert Erickson 2024  Trent Athmann 2025 

Jill Hanson 2023*   Scott Johnson  2024  Keith Larson  2025 

Sam Welchance Youth 

   

STAFF 
Pastor Matt Hausken   Jeni Skeie, Parish Minister        

Sue Altmann, Recorder  Craig Boen, Janitor 

 

President: Nathan Cole 

Vice President: Keith Larson 

Treasurer: Alex Gay 

MINUTES 
MEETING - Call to Order (President) 

1. Devotions – Scott Johnson (be the light for someone’s darkness) 

2. Approve minutes of the August meeting – Motion to approve the minutes by Alex Gay, seconded by 

Kathy Reese, motion passed. 

3. Treasurer Report –August meeting - Motion to approve the treasurer/secretary report by Sandy Gay, 

seconded by Bob Erickson, motion passed. 

4. Pastor’s Report 

 Worship Service & Confirmation:  

o Confirmation has started. 

o Baptisms in October & November 

o Pastor Matt went to a Continuing Ed. class at GAC, the class was about grief. Pastor Matt 

plans to conduct a class dealing with a variety of grief topics in November. 

o He also attended at Hospice continuing ed. class. 

5. Parish Ministers Reports 

o After school programs have started, along with Breakfast club.  

o Confirmation has started and Confirmation Sunday is Sept. 25
th

. 

o Junior High Youth gathering is still in the planning stages, but with only be a Friday 

event, not an overnight stay. 

6. Office Report (Sue)  

7. Maintenance Update (Craig) 

a. Carpets will be cleaned on Tuesday, September 27
th

, 2022. 

8. Committee Reports 

 Administration – Alex Gay, Trent Athmann, Nathan Cole, Scott Johnson & Bob Erickson 

o The tree on the northeast side of the church will be removed, due to the weakness.  

o Thank you to Tanner Mitchell to trimming many of the church property trees that had 

dead branches on them and thank you Lightbeam for donating your truck to help. 

 Care Team –Jeni Skeie & Stacey Larson  

o Care team continues to deliver meals to those in need. 
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 Children, Youth & Family –Jeni Skeie &Elaine McDowell 

o Did not meet 

 Equipping –Pastor Matt & Keith Larson  

o Did not meet 

 Missions –Alex Gay  & Jeff Keltgen  

o Disturbed funds to: Cross of Calvary Quilters, Back pack program &  

new coffee brewer. 

 Outreach –Pastor Matt, Jeff Keltgen & Jill Hanson 

o Did not meet 

 Parish Life – Elaine McDowell, Sandra Gay & Jeni Skeie 

o Did not meet 

 Technology –Nathan Cole & Pastor Matt Hausken 

o All technology is working great. 

 Worship & Music – Jeni Skeie, Jill Hanson &Kathy Reese 

o The committee has finished music thru December and has started on the new year. 

 AED Maintenance – Sue (Ok) 9/19/2022 

9. Old Business 

 Coffee machine: purchased and installed, except for some electrical work. 

 Window in 5th grade classroom is broken. Total Glass will be called; hopefully we have a window 

in the garage to replace the broken pane. 

10. New Business  

 Communion: steps will not be used anymore. 

o Continuous communion will be used until further notice. 

 Tree on the east side/cut down or have someone carve a cross? 

o See Administration notes 

 Annual meeting is January 15
th

, 2023 

 New member to council (Gordy Blem & George Tesch have volunteered) 

o George Tesch will be asked to join until the end of the year. Gordy Blem is unable to step 

in due to having to take a year off from council. 

 Discussion about the jail using the church kitchen to make meals. This would be for about 2-3 

weeks. If decide to allow, cost to the jail, etc. (Also, a schedule would have to be made for days they 

cannot use the kitchen) 

o Council has decided to decline the request. 

11. Adjourn – Closing Prayer 

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING INFO 

Next month: October 12
th

 at 7:30 PM  

October Devotions – Stacey Larson 

October Communion – Stacey Larson 

 

Year to Date Financial Report 
Year to date  

     

 
Beg. Balance Receipts  Disbursements Ending Balance 

 General Fund $48,890  $150,280  $172,460  $26,409 

 Designated Gifts $35,416  $10,556 $6,404  $39,570 

 Memorials $2,120  $210  0 $2,330  

 Totals $89,426  $161,046  $179,164  $68,309 

 

   
Aug-2021 $95,876  
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